A CLEAN VERSION OF CLAIMS 1-7 

1 . An improved cooking appliance, comprising: 

a cooking well for retaining a cooking medium and food to be cooked 
therein, at least one heating element for selectively heating the cooking medium, and a 
temperature sensing device for sensing the temperature of a portion of the cooking medium at a 

certain position in said cooking well; 

a computerized controller for directing the operation of said cooking 
appliance and for receiving, storing and retrieving data, said controller including means„for._ 
compensating for the introduction of a new cooking medium by adjusting the sensed temperature 
of said new cooking medium by a predetermined and programmable amount over a select 
number of cooking cycles. 

2. An improved cooking appliance, comprising: 

a cooking well for retaining a cooking medium and food to be cooked 
therein, at least one heating element for selectively heating the cooking medium, and a 
temperature sensing device for sensing the temperature of a portion of the cooking medium at a 

certain position in said cooking well; 

a computerized controller for directing the operation of said cooking 
appliance and for receiving, storing, and retrieving data, said controller including means for 
compensating for oil stratification. 
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3. An improved cooking appliance, comprising: 

a cooking well for retaining a cooking medium and food to be cooked 
therein, at least one heating element for selectively heating the cooking medium, and a 
temperature sensing device for sensing the temperature of a portion of the cooking medium at a 
certain position in said cooking well; and 

a computerized controller for directing the operation of said cooking 
appliance and for receiving, storing, and retrieving data, said controller including means for 
compensating for a variation in operation of said cooking appliance, said means for 
compensating comprising detecting a drop in temperature of the cooking medium and initiating 
a cook cycle based upon said detection. 
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4. An improved cooking appliance, comprising: 

a cooking well for retaining a cooking medium and food to be cooked 
therein, at least one heating element for selectively heating the cooking medium, and a 
temperature sensing device for sensing the temperature of a portion of the cooking medium at a 
certain position in said cooking well; and 

a computerized controller for directing the operation of said cooking 
appliance and for receiving, storing, and retrieving data, said controller including means for 
adjusting the duration of a cook cycle according to a non-linear compensation according to the 
formula 

A raised to the power ((B x AtemperatureVC) 
where A = 1.41421 
where B = 2 

where C = exponential growth and, 

Atemperature ^ Product Reference Temperature - Sensed Cooking 
Medium Temperature. 
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A method for cooking a food item comprising the steps of: 



loading a food item into a cooking medium in the cooking well of a 



adjusting the cook time according to a non-linear, exponential compensation, said compensation 
comprising the formula 



A raised to the power ((B x AtemperaturfJ/C) t:. /-^ 
where A = a product muUiplier 
where B = 2 

where C = exponential growth and, 

Atemperature ^ Product Reference Temperature - Sensed Cooking 
Medium Temperature. 



cooking appliance; 



heating the cooking medium to a reference temperature; 
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6. 



A^food item cooked according to a process comprising the steps of: 



loading a food item into a cooking medium in the cooking well of a 



cooking appliance; 



heating the cooking medium to a reference temperature; 



adjusting the cook time according to a non-linear, exponential compensation, said compensation 
comprising the formula 



A raised to the power ((B x AtemperatureVC) 
where A = 1.41421 
where B ^ 2 

where C = exponential growth and, 

Atemperature = Product Reference Temperature - Sensed Cooking 
Medium Temperature. 

7. An improved cooking appliance, comprising: 

a cooking well for retaining a cooking medium and food to be cooked 



therein, at least one heating element for selectively heating the cooking medium, and a 
temperature sensing device for sensing the temperature of a portion of the cooking medium at a 
certain position in said cooking well; and 

a computerized controller for directing the operation of said cooking 
appliance and for receiving, storing, and retrieving data, said controller including means for 
conducting cooking appliance performance checks through manipulation and display of 
information that has been received and stored by said controller. 
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Conclusion 



The foregoing is submitted as a full and complete response to the Office action 
mailed September 13, 2002. Applicant respectfully submits that Claims 1-7 are allowable and 
that the present application is in condition for allowance. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees required 
under 37 CFR § 1.16 to Accounts No. 1 1-0855, A duphcate copy of this document is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KILPATRICK STOCKTON LLP 




Stephen M. Schaetzel 
Reg. No. 31,418 



1100 Peachtree Street 

Suite 2800 

Atlanta, GA 30309 

(404) 815-6500 (telephone) 

(404) 541-3379 (facsimile) 

sschaetzel@kilpatrickstockton.com 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
Hrst class mail in an envelooe addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 
20231, on December 13,20(0.^ Q / ^ /J 

^ ^ Stei^enM. Schaetzel -Reg. No. 31^ 
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